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FROM THE EDITORS
FAREWELL
With this issue of the Journal, we complete our 6 year term as editors. It has been a privilege for us to serve in this capacity andwe
have learnedmuch in the process.Most gratifying has beenour interactionwithEditorial BoardMembers, reviewers and authors aswe
all strive to advance the discipline of vascular surgery. We extend our congratulations and best wishes to the new editors, Drs. Tony
Sidawy and Bruce Perler.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTOFREVIEWERS
The Journal uses a rigorous peer-review process, in which each submitted manuscript is externally reviewed by at least
three people, selected for their expertise in the particular topic that is the subject of the manuscript. In order to review over
1100 submissions, 308 individuals participated as reviewers for the Journal during the past year. The Editors would like to
acknowledge all of the reviewers who have contributed to this process during that time. This is a voluntary effort performed
by individuals during their personal time to advance the discipline of vascular surgery. The quality and impact of any
scientific journal is primarily dependent on the quality of its peer-review process. We have been extraordinarily impressed by
the quality and helpfulness of reviews performed for the Journal, which inmany cases have substantially improved the quality
of our published articles. The Editors are extremely grateful to all reviewers for their contribution.
ASSOCIATE AND ASSISTANT EDITORS
For the past 3 years the Editors have benefited from the assistance of two Associate Editors, Dr. Louis Messina who acts
as the editor for most basic research submissions, and Dr. Bruce Perler, who acts as a general editor, particularly when one
of the senior editors is away. Their efforts have ensured both the timeliness and quality of our review process and contributed
significantly to the success and quality of the Journal.
Assistant Editors help solicit, select and write content for various sections of the Journal that significantly broaden and
enhance the Journal. We would like to thankDr. James Jones for his efforts as Editor of the Ethics Section, Dr. GregoryMoneta
for his efforts as Editor of the Abstracts Section and Dr. Kenneth Ouriel for his efforts as Editor of the Review Article Section.
EDITORIAL BOARD
Each review received by the Editors is rated according to its quality, accuracy, insight, and helpfulness to both the
authors of the submission reviewed and the Editors. Editorial Board members are selected on the basis of an objective
calculation of the quantity, quality and timeliness of their reviews. Our goal it to involve as many of our best reviewers as
possible on the Editorial Board. Original manuscripts submitted to the Journal are reviewed by at least one member of the
Editorial Board and who also submit invited commentaries and perform other duties for the Journal. During the past year,
members of the Editorial Board each performed an average of 16 reviews and accounted for 36% of all the reviews that were
done.
The Editors would particularly like to recognize the following Editorial Board members who will be retiring from the
Board after many years of valuable service and countless hours of unselfish work in this process. We would also like to
welcome newmembers of the Editorial Board, selected according to the process described above, who will begin in January.
CONTINUING BOARD MEMBERS
George Andros, M.D.
Robert G. Atnip, M.D.
Martin R. Back, M.D.
Michael Belkin, M.D.
Thomas E. Brothers, M.D.
Ruth L. Bush, M.D., M.P.H.
Keith D. Calligaro, M.D.
Jeffrey P. Carpenter, M.D.
Daniel G. Clair, M.D.
Ronald L. Dalman, M.D.
Alan Dardik, M.D.
John F. Eidt, M.D.
Peter L. Faries, M.D.
James B. Froehlich, M.D.
Peter K. Henke, M.D.
William D. Jordan, M.D.
Jeffrey L. Kaufman, M.D.
Lois A. Killewich, M.D.
Michael P. Lilly, M.D.
Bengt Lindblad, M.D.
Thomas G. Lynch, M.D.
William C. Mackey, M.D.
James F. McKinsey, M.D.
Nicholas Morrissey, M.D.
Stuart I. Myers, M.D.
Peter Neglen, M.D., Ph.D.
Richard J. Powell, M.D.
Todd E. Rasmussen, M.D.
Caron B. Rockman, M.D.
Hazim J. Safi, M.D.
Andre Van Rij, M.D.
Fred A. Weaver, M.D.
RETIRING BOARD MEMBERS
John J. Bergan, M.D.
Jan D. Blankensteijn, M.D., Ph.D.
Thomas L. Forbes, M.D.





Joseph R. Schneider, M.D.
NEW BOARD MEMBERS
Hasan H. Dosluoglu, M.D.
Randolph L. Geary, M.D.
Glenn R. Jacobowitz, M.D.
Ralf R. Kolvenbach,M.D., Ph.D.
Gregory J. Landry, M.D.





The Editors would also like to recognize a group of Distinguished Reviewers, who have performed at least seven reviews for the
Journal during the past year and who have consistently performed high-quality and timely reviews. These individuals have collectively
contributed 31% of the total reviews and represent ideal future candidates for the Editorial board. We are very grateful for their assistance



































































Finally, the Editors would like to recognize all the remaining individuals who performed at least one review for the Journal during
the past year. In nearly all cases these reviews were excellent, and they collectively represented 33% of all reviews; this emphasizes the
importance of each individual reviewer to the peer-review process. We hope to expand the role of these reviewers in the future and are























































































































































































Hajo J van Bockel
Marc R.H.M. van Sambeek
Omaida C. Velazquez
Joep CJM Veraart
Hence J. M. Verhagen
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